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that is with you served me long without any pay and afterwards on very small pay. The 25 pagodas lately allowed him as interpreter, Sastree etc., was all compensation for many ingenious explanations he procured me".39 Riddel replied; "Ramaswarni has got a situation at the College. It is one of the best there, but being only 15 pagodas per month, he is to draw the difference between it and his former pay (i.e. 19 pagodas per mensem) from the Survey Department".40 From these letters, we are given to understand that Ramaswami, not satisfied with his situation in the Survey Department tried for a teaching post in the College, but because of the lesser emoluments it fetched, stayed on in the Survey Department.
It cannot be ascertained when Ramaswami left for Calcutta and joined Mackenzie's service. For some reason, probably because of a certain strain of inconstancy and duplicity in Ramaswami's nature, as is evident, for example, from the fact of his dedicating the one and the same work., the Biographical Sketches of the Dekkan Poets to Lord Bentinck in 1829 and to Sir Erskine Perry in 1847, Ramaswami was not very much in the good looks of Mackenzie and was apparently less in his confidence than Lakshmaiah and Borraiah. We find Mackenzie writing in March, 1879 : "I must have better evidence before I give up an approved faithful servant (i.e. Lakshmaiah) to the mercy of his enemies, some of whom have been irritated by his fidelity to myself. As to Ramaswami, his brother, I look upon him in a different light"41. But Ramaswami appears to have cherished great hopes of advancement in his service under Mackenzie ; for, in 1829, some eight years after the death of Mackenzie, in the preface to the Biographical Sketches of the Dekkan Poets, he writes : "The materials to compile the present Biographical Sketches were collected by me while I followed through different provinces, my master Colonel Collin Mackenzie, C,B. Surveyor General of India; The unhappy demise of that meritorious officer has for ever destroyed the prospects which I had been led sanguinely to hope would be realised, but cannot retrace in my memory the various scenes we passed through during our arduous labours, without feeling those sensations, which it is impossible for me to express, and will never pass away from my mind42.
On the title page of his work, the Descriptiveland Historical Sketches ofC/t/es and Places in rhe Dekkan, published from Calcutta in 1828, Ramaswami is mentioned as "Head Translator and Pundit in the Literary and Antiquarian Department"; but, on the title page of the Biographical Sketches of the Dekkan Poets, published from Calcutta in 1829, we find Ramaswami mentioned as "Late Head Translator and Pundit in the Literary and Antiquarian Department". Therefore, we are to surmise that tilM 828 he was in the East India Company's service, and retired from service in
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